Standing in the Gap

Prayer of intercession

o Intercession means you are interceding—acting in prayer—on behalf of
someone else.

e The person may be incapable of praying for himself.

« Intercession involves praying for others.

« It may involve praying in a general way for such things as the church or the
government or offering up more specific prayers based on your knowledge of
aperson's need.

GOD IS LOOKING FOR SOMEONE TO INTERCEDE

e SoIsought for a man among them who would make a wall, and stand in the
gap before Me on behalf of the land, that [ should not destroy it; but I found no
one.” Ezekiel 22:30 NKJV

CALL TO INTERCEDE

o “Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and
giving of thanks be made for all men,” I Timothy 2:1 NKJV

« “for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and
peaceable life in all godliness and reverence.” I Timothy 2:2 NKJV

o “For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior,” I Timothy 2:3
NKJV

o “who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth I
Timothy 2:4 NKJV

CHRIST INTERCEDES FOR US

“Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also
risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for
us.” Romans 8:34 NKJV

e “Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God
through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.” Hebrews
7:25 NKJV



Biblical Examples of Intercessors

e Abraham interceding for Sodom (Genesis 18).

e Moses standing in the gap for Israel (Exodus 32).

e Samuel praying for the nation (1 Samuel 12:23).

o Jesus interceding for Peter (Luke 22:32).

o The early church praying for Peter in prison (Acts 12).

Abraham prayer for his nephew lot

e “And the LORD said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what [ am doing,” Genesis
18:17 NKJV

o “And the Lord said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is
great, and because their sin is very grave,” Genesis 18:20 NKJV

o “I'will go down now and see whether they have done altogether according to
the outcry against it that has come to Me; and if not, [ will know. Genesis 18
:21 NKJV

e “And Abraham came near and said, “Would You also destroy the righteous
with the wicked?” Genesis 18:23 NKJV

o “Suppose there were fifty righteous within the city; would You also destroy
the place and not spare it for the fifty righteous that were in it Genesis 18:24
NKJV

o “Sothe Lord said, “If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will
spare all the place for their sakes.” Genesis 18:26 NK]JV

e “Then Abraham answered and said, “Indeed now, [ who am but dust and
ashes have taken it upon myself to speak to the Lord:” Genesis 18:27 NKJV

o “Suppose there were five less than the fifty righteous; would You destroy all
of the city for lack of five?” So He said, “If I find there forty-five, I will not
destroy it.” Genesis 18:28 NKJV

e “Then he said, “Let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak but once more:
Suppose ten should be found there?” And He said, “I will not destroy it for the
sake of ten.” Genesis 18:32 NKJV



NEHEMIAH - A LAYMAN

Nehemiah was fervent in prayer

When he heard the news, Nehemiah prayed. He prayed in confession and intercession.

“When I heard this, I sat down and wept. In fact, for days I mourned, fasted,
and prayed to the God of heaven.” Nehemiah 1:4 NLT

“listen to my prayer! Look down and see me praying night and day for your
people Israel. I confess that we have sinned against you. Yes, even my own
family and I have sinned Nehemiah 1:6 NLT

“0 Lord, please hear my prayer! Listen to the prayers of those of us who
delight in honoring you. Please grant me success today by making the king
favorable to me. Put it into his heart to be kind to me.” In those days [ was the
king’s cup-bearer.” Nehemiah 1:11 NLT

In return, Nehemiah received great favor from the king. God also gave many
effective strategies in leadership.

Nehemiah motivated a strong and determined workforce

“But now I said to them, “You know very well what trouble we are in.
Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its gates have been destroyed by fire. Let us rebuild
the wall of Jerusalem and end this disgrace!” Nehemiah 2:17 NLT

“Then I told them about how the gracious hand of God had been on me, and
about my conversation with the king. They replied at once, “Yes, let’s rebuild
the wall!” So they began the good work. Nehemiah 2:18 NLT



